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1. "I was recently introduced to sn Armsnisn young mAn, who, with his family,
had fled from the satellite paradise of Rumsnia. Very iuckily for nie and
his femily, they wvere on Persisn passports, which encbled them to leave
the country st the end of their seemingly endless troubles and Lardships.

2, "He told me thet his uged father had beer s storekeeper in the good old
days; vhen the Soviets took over Bumanic, be wes virtually forced ocut of
business. ‘Tne Rent Control Commission increased his ghop rent severaifold;
the income tax went sky-high and finally his sources of #upply became non-
existent. fThings did not end there, hovever,

3. "Ome fine morning somecnc knocked at the door. It was an officisl of the
Bouse Allocstion Committee, who ruled that they should vacate the resi-
dence the following day as it was sllocated to another femlly. When agked
shere they would move to, the official shrugged and gaid that they would be
glven an adequate residence in exchange. The next day it rained very heav-
i1y, and no one called to ask them tc vmoste the premises, but the following
&y & tean of purters accompanied tne stern~locking Comaittee official, and
despite every noisy form of protest, their household sffects were burriedly
hauled %o a waiting lorry. They were toléd that they hod been given the op-
tion of choosing one tut of three houses offered to thew; on the way the
lorry driver who knew the locations informed them in confidence thet none
of the three places vere muiteble for hebitation; the £irat one wes s two-
room place vwith no doors snd water closet; the second one was couposed of
one large rodm and & water closet in an old igolated ares very far sway from
the twwn; the third was an attic vhere rat holes were in great evidepce.,
Eventually they sought end found temporary shelter in e relative's house.

k., "Pwo months later when hweir protest-petition wes brought to the sttention of
the Chalrman of the Nouse Allocations Committee, 1t wus clalmsd that some
migtake had been msde and therefore the mstter would be reviewed. It was
still under review when $Ur young mer end his reeily left the sateliite .
peradise of Rumania for Beirut, Lebauon. , PR
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"Poreign eultural institutes were allowed to operate in the country. It was
a very sybtls and cunning wmove on the part of the new rulers asd their sup-
porters; it simply meant that they wounld bte entitled to get reciprocal fa-
oilitivs--facilities, wWhich would in the course of time be used as centers
of evil doings wuch as spying, ssbotage and subversive propagands.

"It wag not possible, however, tou stop the people from fregquenting the for-
sign ¢ultural ianstitutes once they were eatablished with the apparent ap-
peivel of the authorities. @Home method had to be devised in the oircum-
stances, and cne of the first victims ves a young Armenisn girl. %The person
in guestion, whose identity mist hot be disclosed for obvious reasons, was &
amder of an inetitute vhere 'spproved' foreign lenguege books were in the
Jending library; it wep thought that since the Ingtitutes were ellowed to op-
eyate, they had the 'blessinge' of the rulers, and meny joined as mewbers.
One doy as the lady vae retuwrning home after having borrowed two books from
the institute's librury, a plainciotioes men sccosted her and asked for her
identity card. Obe wentioned that the identity cerd was at her howe and
would the ‘comrade’ mind accompanying her to the house if he d to have
& look st &U; ss ihe conversation wes guling on, the 'comradet/] 4 by one
of bip kind, and fogether they hauled the young ledy into a taxi so take her
to er resldence which eventuslly turned out to be a police station of sortas,

"Thus %he young lady venished. Her bewildered parenis sesrched all the pos-
oible and impossible pleces including the worgue; the police and allied au-
thordties professed complete ignorance but suggested that she might have run
evay with & lover. One rainy morning, three wonths lster, she turned up; she
wan & shedow of ber former self, the one time vivecious girl had bvecome sul-
len and uncommunicative, ALl that her parents got out of her wag that ghe
had bean given the third degree over and over, and accused of spying for

forelgn powers,

*She had been kept in & vomen's prison where she found several girl mesbers
of Toreign cultural institutes. Tiw prison was damp and cold, the food well
within the stervation bracket and, as s direct result, many &ded.

"If you hed savings in gold, you were directed to exchange them with paper
uonsy st the benk; the rate of exchange wes of course very adverse one.

"n the black werket gold was king) you could buy things, go pleces and do
things Tar beyond ordinary expectations...provided you were not caught with
1%, If your luck ran out, it was Just too bud, for it meant a spell of five
yeurs in prison,

“It was often yossible to betray people and get eome gold coins 'plented’ when
the saprch for 1% wes in progress. Iv was also possible in many instances
o find some gold coine tucked awny somewbere in the household effects; in
both casas great heardship and persecution resulted from the possession of

the forbidden wetal,

"When the siooges and their henchmen were out hunting, it wes time for Tom,
Plek, and Harry 40 take coverj in such circumstances, gold coing were often
sent down the dreine where owpership deins and countercleims could not be
proved, But wmany wers the unfortunate cases where lack of timely warning hed
cauned diasgter,

“If you had & ‘bourgecisie!‘mckground, you were & merked man. You should never
sdvance; on the contrary you had slweys to go beckward. You hed to repent for

the 'ains' of your father, BHe might be o modest snd hard-workiog merchant or
& storekeeper; be might owmn a small building in vhich to house his family and

rent a flat or two; he might even own some land for ferming or poultry raising,
81l the same he wus an epemy of the new order, snd a2ll his family was iikewlde

clagaified,
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"I you waated to go to college, its doors were closed for you; there were
m’f&ﬁu%minménmalwaapnmtfmmm&akyauthapm—
fesslon and possessions of your fatber and mother. IT you tried to dodge
the ixsues, and make & vague statement, you would be ceught in no time, for
the ‘secret' riles kaev all there was o know,

"Yeu wery bayyed m‘a patier vhst aptitude you showed; this wus the new arder
undsy the cloak of peoplats democracy and equality for sil.

“laborers and workmen in the factories ware toiling far: more than in the past
for lsss momey in weges. There wera always deductions wmede under verious
pretexss snd devices, '

"WhC Vas happy 1n the satellite peradise of Rumeals, 1% alusst everybody wes
wilisppy? We asked the young Ammenian,

"In his oplaion, only tie Party pecple ere enjoying themseives 40 long as they
&ré on the fence; other people who are having tie time of thelr lives are
the oppor ts and olber rots of umealty. But none are sure af thelr
time; It 15 xnown that ‘cliques’ withla tows Party come and go and with changes
officials comeiend 2o 400; as for oppartunists and their unhappy companions,
Wymmrwi&@rrmdwtwdm%wmmw&mm;
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